
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

May 31, 2017 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, 
 
With another academic year completed, this is the perfect time of year to grab some books, dive 
in, and develop the habits of life-long readers. As part of its mission to foster the concept of 
reading for enjoyment and to encourage students to become and remain active readers, 
Somerville High School has established a summer reading program that fulfills Common Core 
Standards, but also aims to provide an informative and interesting reading experience for all 
students.  
 
Prior to the first day of school, all students entering grades 9 through 12 are to select and read 
one book from the list provided. It is highly recommended that students read more than one 
selection, although it is not a requirement. If a student chooses to read a book that is not on the 
suggested reading list, please fill out the enclosed consent form located on the back of this page 
and return to Mrs. DePace in the Main Office no later than Tuesday, June 20, 2017. 
 
In addition to reading one book, students will be required to complete a Summer Reading 
Assignment. The assignments will be posted on the district website prior to the last day of 
school. Students are expected to submit their Summer Reading Assignment to their English 
teacher during the first week of the new school year. (Their teacher will provide them with the 
specific date.)  
 
Please refer to the district website at: http://www.somervillenjk12.org for electronic versions of 
all summer reading materials and links. 
 
Please note: AP and Honors courses will have additional course requirements. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (908)-243-1571.  
 
 
Have a great summer. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jennifer DePace 
Supervisor of Curriculum and Instruction 
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SHS Summer Reading 
2017 

 
 
 
 
I, _________________________, choose to read the following book as my summer reading 

selection: 

 

Title: _________________________________ 

Author: _______________________________ 

 

I understand that it is my responsibility to fulfill the summer activity requirements utilizing the 

selected text. 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________         

 

*This form is to be returned to Mrs. DePace at Somerville High School no later than Tuesday, 

June 22, 2017  (only if you are not choosing a book from the suggested list below).* 

       
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



SHS Summer Reading Book List 2017 
 

Somerville High School is pleased to offer a wide range of suggestions for summer reading 
for students in grades 9-12. These books were selected according to the following criteria: 
 

• Noteworthy and award-winning 
These books are national bestsellers and recognized as among the best books in the years 
they were published. They have received a wide range of awards including: Booklist 
Editor's Choice, Printz Honor Book, Stonewall Book Award, National Book Critics 
Circle Award, National Book Award, and the NAACP Image Award. 

• Relevant and timely 
These books were published between 2013-2017 and in many cases address important 
issues of our time. They provide students with insights and knowledge related to 
questions and topics that they encounter in their day-to-day lives. 

• Likely to provoke critical thinking, and support our school’s 2016-2017 Wildly 
Important Goal: “Promote and Guide Social Responsibility for the 21st Century 
Learner" 
These books engage thoughtfully with complex and complicated issues. They invite 
students to carefully consider multiple points of view, and think critically about important 
questions.  They provide insight and knowledge that will allow students to be better 
informed and socially conscious. 

• Representative of diverse perspectives and backgrounds 
These books support the #weneeddiversebooks mission of “putting more books featuring 
diverse characters into the hands of all children.” The We Need Diverse Books 
organization has a vision of a world in which all children can see themselves in the pages 
of a book. To that end, this book selection reflects diverse experiences and identities, 
including LGBTQIA, people of color, and gender diversity. 

• Varied in genre, reading level, and interest 
These books include graphic novel, nonfiction, memoir, historical fiction, realistic 
fiction, and fantasy. Students should be able to find at least one book option from this list 
that is accessible to them. 

• Engaging 
 These books are well loved by young adults. 
 
(Selection criteria informed by the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) Guidelines 
for Selection of Materials in English Language Arts Programs) 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Suggested Books 
 

(These titles are suggestions only. A student may read a book that is not on the suggested list 
providing they complete a written agreement with a parent/guardian signature that details the 
title and author of the book. Students may also wish to choose from last year’s suggested titles.) 
 
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe  
by Benjamin Alire Sáenz 
This Printz Honor Book is a “tender, honest exploration of identity” (Publishers Weekly) that 
distills lyrical truths about family and friendship. 
 
Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a know-it-all who has an unusual 
way of looking at the world. When the two meet at the swimming pool, they seem to have nothing 
in common. But as the loners start spending time together, they discover that they share a special 
friendship—the kind that changes lives and lasts a lifetime. And it is through this friendship that 
Ari and Dante will learn the most important truths about themselves and the kind of people they 
want to be. 
 
 
Be a Changemaker  
by Laurie Ann Thompson 
Do you wish you could make a difference in your community or even the world? Are you one of 
the millions of high school teens with a service-learning requirement? Either way, Be a 
Changemaker will empower you with the confidence and knowledge you need to affect real 
change. You’ll find all the tools you need right here—through engaging youth profiles, step-by-
step exercises, and practical tips, you can start making a difference today. 
 
This inspiring guide will teach you how to research ideas, build a team, recruit supportive 
adults, fundraise, host events, work the media, and, most importantly, create lasting positive 
change. Apply lessons from the business world to problems that need solving and become a 
savvy activist with valuable skills that will benefit you for a lifetime! 
 
Believe 
by Eric LeGrand 
Believe is the profoundly moving story of Eric LeGrand, the former defensive tackle for the 
Rutgers University Scarlet Knights football team, who suffered a severe spinal cord injury and 
was left paralyzed by a crushing on-field tackle during a heated game with Army. A remarkable 
true account of a courageous young athlete whose unshakable faith, spirit, positive outlook, and 
rousing motto, “BELIEVE!” would serve as inspiration to legions of fans—and as motivation in 
his own quest to walk again—Eric’s story has received national attention, heavily covered by 
ESPN and Sports Illustrated. It will lift the hearts of every reader, not least of all those who were 
affected by quarterback Tim Tebow’s bestselling memoir, Through My Eyes. 
 

 
 



Between the World and Me  
by Ta-Nehisi Coates 
In a profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and ideals to 
the most intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful new 
framework for understanding our nation’s history and current crisis. Americans have built an 
empire on the idea of “race,” a falsehood that damages us all but falls most heavily on the 
bodies of black women and men—bodies exploited through slavery and segregation, and, today, 
threatened, locked up, and murdered out of all proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body 
and find a way to live within it? And how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history 
and free ourselves from its burden? 
 
Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt to answer these questions in a letter to 
his adolescent son. Beautifully woven from personal narrative, reimagined history, and fresh, 
emotionally charged reportage, Between the World and Me clearly illuminates the past, 
bracingly confronts our present, and offers a transcendent vision for a way forward. 
 
Carry On  
by Rainbow Rowell 
Simon Snow is the worst Chosen One who's ever been chosen. That's what his roommate, Baz, 
says. And Baz might be evil and a vampire and a complete git, but he's probably right. Half the 
time, Simon can't even make his wand work, and the other half, he starts something on fire. His 
mentor's avoiding him, his girlfriend broke up with him, and there's a magic-eating monster 
running around, wearing Simon's face. Baz would be having a field day with all this, if he were 
here--it's their last year at the Watford School of Magicks, and Simon's infuriating nemesis didn't 
even bother to show up. 

Carry On - The Rise and Fall of Simon Snow is a ghost story, a love story and a mystery. It has 
just as much kissing and talking as you'd expect from a Rainbow Rowell story - but far, far more 
monsters. 
 
*This book contains strong language. 
 
Drowned City  
by Don Brown 
On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina's monstrous winds and surging water overwhelmed the 
protective levees around low-lying New Orleans, Louisiana. Eighty percent of the city flooded, in 
some places under twenty feet of water. Property damages across the Gulf Coast topped $100 
billion. One thousand eight hundred and thirty-three people lost their lives. The riveting tale of 
this historic storm and the drowning of an American city is one of selflessness, heroism, and 
courage—and also of incompetence, racism, and criminality. 
 
Don Brown’s kinetic art and as-it-happens narrative capture both the tragedy and triumph of 
one of the worst natural disasters in American history. A portion of the proceeds from this book 
has been donated to Habitat for Humanity New Orleans. 
 
 
 



The Hate U Give  
by Angie Thomas 
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives 
and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is 
shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands 
of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. 

Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a 
drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops 
and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: 
what really went down that night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr. But 
what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could also endanger her life. 

*There is some swearing, additional violence, sexual situations, and drug use in the book, but it 
is not gratuitous. 
 
Lab Girl  
by Hope Jahren 
Geobiologist Hope Jahren has spent her life studying trees, flowers, seeds, and soil. Lab Girl is 
her revelatory treatise on plant life—but it is also a celebration of the lifelong curiosity, humility, 
and passion that drive every scientist. In these pages, Hope takes us back to her Minnesota 
childhood, where she spent hours in unfettered play in her father’s college laboratory. She tells 
us how she found a sanctuary in science, learning to perform lab work “with both the heart and 
the hands.” She introduces us to Bill, her brilliant, eccentric lab manager. And she extends the 
mantle of scientist to each one of her readers, inviting us to join her in observing and protecting 
our environment. Warm, luminous, compulsively readable, Lab Girl vividly demonstrates the 
mountains that we can move when love and work come together.  
 
Legend  
by Marie Lu 
What was once the western United States is now home to the Republic, a nation perpetually at 
war with its neighbors. Born into an elite family in one of the Republic's wealthiest districts, 
fifteen-year-old June is a prodigy being groomed for success in the Republic's highest military 
circles. Born into the slums, fifteen-year-old Day is the country's most wanted criminal. But his 
motives may not be as malicious as they seem. 
 
From very different worlds, June and Day have no reason to cross paths - until the day June's 
brother, Metias, is murdered and Day becomes the prime suspect. Caught in the ultimate game 
of cat and mouse, Day is in a race for his family's survival, while June seeks to avenge Metias's 
death. But in a shocking turn of events, the two uncover the truth of what has really brought them 
together, and the sinister lengths their country will go to keep its secrets. 
 
Full of nonstop action, suspense, and romance, this novel is sure to move readers as much as it 
thrills. 
 
 
 



Salt to the Sea  
by Ruth Sepetys 
World War II is drawing to a close in East Prussia and thousands of refugees are on a desperate 
trek toward freedom, many with something to hide. Among them are Joana, Emilia, and Florian, 
whose paths converge en route to the ship that promises salvation, the Wilhelm Gustloff. Forced 
by circumstance to unite, the three find their strength, courage, and trust in each other tested 
with each step closer to safety. 
 
Just when it seems freedom is within their grasp, tragedy strikes. Not country, nor culture, nor 
status matter as all ten thousand people—adults and children alike—aboard must fight for the 
same thing: survival. 
 
Told in alternating points of view, this masterful work of historical fiction is inspired by the real-
life tragedy that was the sinking of the Wilhelm Gustloff—the greatest maritime disaster in 
history. Ruta Sepetys unearths a shockingly little-known casualty of a gruesome war, and proves 
that humanity and love can prevail, even in the darkest of hours. 
 
Untamed  
by Will Harlan 
Carol Ruckdeschel is the wildest woman in America. She wrestles alligators, eats roadkill, rides 
horses bareback, and lives in a ramshackle cabin that she built by hand in an island wilderness. 
A combination of Henry David Thoreau and Jane Goodall, Carol is a self-taught scientist who 
has become a tireless defender of sea turtles on Cumberland Island, a national park off the coast 
of Georgia. 
 
Cumberland, the country’s largest and most biologically diverse barrier island, is celebrated for 
its windswept dunes and feral horses. Steel magnate Thomas Carnegie once owned much of the 
island, and in recent years, Carnegie heirs and the National Park Service have clashed with 
Carol over the island’s future. What happens when a dirt-poor naturalist with only a high school 
diploma becomes an outspoken advocate on a celebrated but divisive island? Untamed is the 
story of an American original standing her ground and fighting for what she believes in, no 
matter the cost. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Title: The Maze Runner 
Author: James Dashner 
ISBN-13: 9781101934227 
 
Overview: 
Thomas wakes up in an elevator and can only remember his name. He can't remember anything 
else-where he came from or who his parents were or what happened before he woke up. When he 
gets out of the elevator he finds himself in the glade. The other gladers are like Thomas-they 
have no memory of their life before entering the glade.  There is a maze that surrounds the glade, 
and each day the gladers try to solve the mystery of the maze to see if there is a way out of the 
glade. After Thomas arrives, the first girl appears and before collapsing says: "everything will 
change." Thomas works with the other gladers to solve the mystery of the maze, the girls dire 
message and to remember his life before entering this strange new world.  
 
 
Title: The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens  
Author: Sean Covey 
ISBN-13: 978-1476764665 
 
Overview: 
Imagine you had a roadmap—a step-by-step guide to help you get from where you are now, to 
where you want to be in the future. Your goals, your dreams, your plans…they are all within 
reach. You just need the tools to help you get there.  
 
That’s what Sean Covey’s landmark book, The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens, has been to 
millions of teens: a handbook to self-esteem and success. Now updated for the digital age, this 
classic book applies the timeless principles of the 7 Habits to the tough issues and life-changing 
decisions teens face. In an entertaining style, Covey provides a simple approach to help teens 
improve self-image, build friendships, resist peer pressure, achieve their goals, and get along 
with their parents, as well as tackle the new challenges of our time, like cyberbullying and social 
media. In addition, this book is stuffed with cartoons, clever ideas, great quotes, and incredible 
stories about real teens from all over the world.  
 
 
Title: The Book Thief  
Author: Markus Zusak 
ISBN-13: 9781101934180 
 
Overview: 
Very early on in her life, Liesel steals her first book and, with the help of her foster father, learns 
to read and discovers a passion for words. She acquires a handful of books throughout her life 
and each play an important role in her journey and bond Liesel to those around her, from her 
neighbors to the Jewish man hidden in her basement. 
 
 
 



Title: The Man Without a Face 
Author: Isabelle Holland 
ISBN-13: 978-0064470285 
 
Overview: 
Fourteen-year-old Charles desperately wants two things: a father and a way out. Little love has come 
his way until the summer he befriends a mysterious scarred man named Justin McLeod, nicknamed 
"The Man Without a Face." Charles enlists McLeod's help as tutor for the St. Matthew's school 
entrance exams, his ticket away from the unpleasant restrictions of his home life. But more important 
than anything he could get out of a book, that summer Charles learns from McLeod a stirring life 
lesson about the many faces of love. 
 
 
Title: Life Is So Good 
Author: George Dawson 
ISBN-13:  978-0812984873 
 
Overview: 
In this remarkable book, 103-year-old George Dawson, a slave's grandson who learned to read at 
age 98, reflects on his life and offers valuable lessons in living as well as a fresh, firsthand view 
of America during the twentieth century. Richard Glaubman captures Dawson's irresistible voice 
and view of the world, offering insights into humanity, history, hardships, and happiness. From 
segregation and civil rights, to the wars, presidents, and defining moments in history, George 
Dawson's description and assessment of the last century inspires readers with the message that-
through it all-has sustained him: "Life is so good. I do believe it's getting better." 
 
 
Title: How to Read Literature Like A Professor  
Author: Thomas Foster 
ISBN-13: 978-0062301673 
 
Overview: 
 
In this practical and amusing guide to literature, Thomas C. Foster shows how easy and 
gratifying it is to unlock those hidden truths, and to discover a world where a road leads to a 
quest; a shared meal may signify a communion; and rain, whether cleansing or destructive, is 
never just rain. Ranging from major themes to literary models, narrative devices, and form, How 
to Read Literature Like a Professor is the perfect companion for making your reading experience 
more enriching, satisfying, and fun. 
 
 
 
 
 



Title: Outliers: The Story of Success 
Author: Malcolm Gladwell 
ISBN-13: 9780316017930 

Overview: 
In this stunning new book, Malcolm Gladwell takes us on an intellectual journey through the 
world of "outliers"--the best and the brightest, the most famous and the most successful. He asks 
the question: what makes high-achievers different? 
 
His answer is that we pay too much attention to what successful people are like, and too little 
attention to where they are from: that is, their culture, their family, their generation, and the 
idiosyncratic experiences of their upbringing. Along the way he explains the secrets of software 
billionaires, what it takes to be a great soccer player, and what made the Beatles the greatest rock 
band. 

Clean Reads: The following titles contain little or no profanity or sexual content. Content may 
still be questionable: please use parental discretion. 
 

• Cinder by Marissa Meyer 
Cinderella as a futuristic cyborg. 

• Chains: The Seeds of America Trilogy, Book 1 by Laurie Halse Anderson (author of 
Speak) 
Powerful depiction of slavery in 1776 New York. 

• American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang 
Award winning graphic novel about a Chinese-American childhood. 

• The Eye of Minds by James Dashner (author of The Maze Runner) 
Fast-paced cyberpunk thriller set in a virtual gaming world. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Honors and AP Titles: 
 
9th Grade Honors 
Title: Into the Wild 
Author: J. Krakauer 
 
Choice Book 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Somerville High School 
Summer Reading Assignments 2017 

 
When you return in September you are responsible for submitting one of the following 

assignments to demonstrate your successful completion of your summer reading book.  
 

You are expected to submit the Summer Reading Assignment to your English teacher 
during the first week of school. 
 

Please choose one of the following three options: 
 
Option One- Blogger  
Use Google’s Blogger to complete the following assignment. For a quick tutorial regarding how 
to use Blogger, please visit: https://goo.gl/YWS6p4 
 
You will be required to complete three entries using the template found below. Your entries 
should address each bullet point. 
 
Entry 1: After reading the first third of the book, share the following in a blog entry.  

● Title and author.  
● Explain why you chose this book. You may discuss the cover, illustrations, style, subject 

matter, genre, reviews, etc. Determine why these elements appealed to you.  
● Share your first impressions of the book. How do you identify with the characters or 

events? Formulate 3 questions for the character(s) or the author.  
● Based on what you have read so far, predict what you think will happen next. Justify 

your prediction with evidence from the book (quote).  
 
Entry 2: After reading half of the book, share the following.  

● Summarize three major events that happened so far. Select which of these events is the 
most important and why.  

● Generate a possible theme of the book (message, lesson, central idea). Defend what 
leads you to believe this with a quote.  

● Discuss the decisions that character(s) make. Analyze why he or she makes the choices 
they make.  

 
Entry 3: After you have finished reading, share the following.  

● Communicate your overall reaction to the book. Conclude what the book says about the 
world around you.  

● Evaluate and recommend this book. Assess what qualities made it effective or 
ineffective. Suggest who might benefit from this book and why.  

 
NOTE: Each entry must contain exact quotes from the book using quotation marks around the 
example to show that the exact words were taken from the book – page numbers should also be 
included in parentheses.  
 

https://goo.gl/YWS6p4


 
Option 2- Soundtrack 
Create a soundtrack for your book. Select 10 songs that are relevant to various parts of the 
book and explain why. You must choose a song that represents each of the following:  

1. The setting of the story. 
2. The main character’s overall personality.  
3. Another character’s (perhaps the antagonist?) general characteristics.  
4. The primary conflict. 
5. The resolution of, or the solution to, the conflict. 
6. An “aha” moment in the story, where something is revealed or realized. 
7. A song that matches the mood of the book as a whole or one specific part. 

 
The remaining 4 songs are your choice. For all songs, you must clearly explain the connection to 
specific aspects of the text, using quotes from both the book and the lyrics of the song to 
support your connection. 
 
Deliverables: 
Complete this chart. 
 
 
Option 3- Book Review 
Write a book review for your book. Your review must be between 500-1000 words. Complete 
and submit this chart to be sure you have all required information. Use this review as an 
example, and format your book review in the same way. 
 
Deliverables: 
This chart  
Your 500-1000 word book review. 
 

https://docs.google.com/a/somervilleschools.org/document/d/1qoWpD9x8iiTXIrfKrdUdLgya8vm4-Uk-xS7H_fX0tGI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/somervilleschools.org/document/d/1qoWpD9x8iiTXIrfKrdUdLgya8vm4-Uk-xS7H_fX0tGI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/somervilleschools.org/document/d/1UYSkLH9hj2R5Rx8w9T83EkRg6tmqWoCLJDorKuqeN_o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/somervilleschools.org/document/d/1UOY2Qcg_VLjy_skql1aI9zr0NzeKOnqMetPgSodP7A0/edit?usp=sharing

